The $900 million wedding industry in Las Vegas is alive and well and popping

champagne corks all over town.

lark ellen gould

With more than 100 chapels in town and venues that range from quiet
lakeside elegance to dramatic desert escarpments to fountain extrava-
ganzas, Las Vegas remains the wedding capital of the world for those
couples seeking just a little scmething exira for their special affair.

“Although we've seen a downward trend in recent years in the num-
ber of marriage licenses Issued in Las Vegas, this industry is starting to
pick up again,” says LVCVA spokesperson Alicia Malone. “Part of the
reason is couples may be choosing to stay closer to home these days.
But travel agents know that in choosing Las Vegas, their wedding-
bound clients can pretty much have any experience and at any price
point they want.”

Indsed, Paris and Venice wait, Vegas-style, for those who may
not want to put the money and time into traveling to Europe for a
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destination wedding. But the city offers some authentic destinations of
its own.
weddings with a twist
“How about a wedding in the Grand Canyon with 50 of your closest
people and then topping it off with a celebration back in Vegas?” says
Rabert Graff, v.p. of marketing for Papillon Grand Canyon Helicop-
ters with ports in Las Vegas and Boulder City and which offers wed-
dings packages that are entirely commissionable. A limousine takes the
couple and party from their hotels to the hellcopter for a narrated flight
from Las Vegas and down 4,000 ft. to the floor of the Grand Canyon.
At the banks of the Colorado River, before withesses, minister, and mil-
continued on page 50
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